SOVIET UNDERSTANDING

"The forces operating in society work exactly
like the forces operating in Nature: blindly, violently,
destructively, so long as we do not understand
them and fail to take them into account. But when
once we have recognised them and understood
how they work, their direction and their effects,
the gradual subjection of them to our will and the
use of them for the attainment of our aims depend
entirely upon ourselves. And this is quite especially
true of the mighty productive forces of the present
day. So long as we obstinately refuse to understand
their nature and their character , . . and the capitalist
mode of production and Its defenders set themselves
against any such attempt ... so . long do they
control us. ... But once their nature is grasped,
in the hands of the producers working in association,
they can be transformed from demoniac masters
into willing servants. This is the difference between
the destructive force of electricity in a thunderstorm
and the tamed electricity of the telegraph and the arc
light; the difference between a conflagration and a fire
in the service of man."

So wrote Frederick Engels in 1877.* Since then
the inhabitants of the Soviet Union have carried
this philosophy into actual everyday practice. It

2.66